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AN   APPEAL 


This  appeal  is  addressed  to  my  fellow-citizens  of  the 
United  States,  because  the  subject  matter  of  the  appeal 
directly  concerns  them  ;   for  nowhere  else  in  the  world  is 
such  an  appeal  necessary.     The  conventional  rules  of  so- 
ciety are  nowhere  else  so  rigid  as  in  the  United  States  of 
America.     Color  here  is  a  barrier  to  every  calling,  except 
the  most  menial  and  humble.     Hence  we  appeal  to  those 
who  can  correct,  or  at  least  help  to  correct,  the  matter  of 
which  we  complain,  and  thus  bring  about  results   which 
will  be  advantageous  to  those  to  whom  1  address  myself, 
as  well  as  for  those  for  whom  this  appeal  is  made.     It  is 
a  fact  that  cannot  be  ignored,  however  much  men  may  be 
disposed  to,  that  the  colored  man  labors  under  difficulties 
and  burdens  which  no  other  people  do.     It  is  true  that  he 
has  been  emancipated.     It  is  true  that  he  has  been  enfran- 
chised.    The  one  was  the  result  of  military  necessity,  un- 
avoidably.    The  other  was  the  needs  of  the  government 
to  help  maintain  its  power  over  the  disloyal  States.     Had 
the  government  at  the  same  time  given  the  emancipated 
and  enfranchised  Freedman  of  the  South  confiscated  laud, 
or  appropriated  land  from  the  public  domain,  for  their  oc- 
cupancy, it  would  have  been  one  of  the  wisest  measures 
accomplished,  and   it   would   have  helped  them,  and  also 
have  saved  the  government   much  of  the  trouble   which 


since  their  emancipation  has  been  brought  about,  and  will 
in  all  probability  continue  until  some  such  measure  is  ac- 
complished. 

Nowhere  have  an  emancipated  people  been  sent  out  so 
empty-handed  as  the  freed  people  of  the  South.  Their 
disloyal  owners  hold  the  laud.  The  wealth  which  the 
rebels  hold  to-day  is  from  the  unrequited  toil  of  the  ex- 
slaves  ;  and  if  the  freed  people  of  the  South  had  their  just 
dues  they  would  be  the  owners  of  every  foot  of  land  in  the 
Southern  States.  All  the  wealth  of  the  South  belongs 
to  them  really  and  truly  ;  for  the  very  year  that  the  May 
Flower  landed  the  Puritans  upon  Plymouth  Rock,  that 
same  year  a  cargo  of  slaves  was  landed  at  Jamestown, 
Virginia,  which  is  over  250  years  ago.  All  these  long 
years  they  have  toiled  for  the  benefit  of  others,  and  when 
emancipated, not  a  foot  of  land  was  donated  to  them  that  they 
might  call  their  own,  and  even  intelligence,  and  the  sour- 
ces from  which  intelligence  comes  are  denied  them,  and 
even  in  some  places  of  the  South  schools  which  were  built 
by  Northern  charity  for  them  have  been  destroyed  by  the 
torch  of  the  incendiary.  The  old  hate  of  the  past  in  rela- 
tion to  the  education  of  the  colored  man  of  the  South,  is 
to-day  shown  in  no  small  degree.  And  in  reference  to  it 
the  pulpit  and  press  are  silent.  Politicians  seemingly 
dare  not  denounce  it  because  its  victims  are  colored  peo- 
ple, while  at  the  same  time  professedly  good  men  are  roll- 
ing up  their  eyes  in  holy  horror  at  the  Turks  because  of 
the  outrages  which  they  are  perpetrating  against  Chris- 
tians in  the  Eastern  World.  But  in  relation  to  the  cruel- 
ties which  have  been  enacted  against  the  defenceless  col- 
ored people  of  the  South,  there  is  no  united  and  decided 
protest  from  Northern  pulpits  or  from  Northern  politicians. 


This  silence  may  be  interpreted  to  mean  this  :  That  it  is 
no  crime,  or  it  is  not  one  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  demand 
Northern  protest.  But  were  the  victims  of  a  fairer  hue, 
and  those  who  are  guilty  of  these  outrages  colored  men, 
there  would  come  a  united  protestation  from  every 
Northern  State,  and  the  arm  of  the  general  government 
would  at  once  be  employed  to  visit  condign  punishment 
upon  the  party  guilty  of  such  crimes. 

But  the  lives  of  colored  men  have  always  been  cheap  at 
the  South.  There  is  no  need  of  our  fearing  that  God  will 
not  visit  that  section,  for  he  is  a  just  God,  and  His  justice 
"will  not  slumber  forever."  Men  make  grand  mistakes 
in  the  commission  of  crime  by  supposing  that  they  will  go 
unpunished.  The  iniquities  of  the  fathers  are  visited  upon 
the  third  and  fourth  generations,  as  history  attests  ;  God 
declares  the  wicked  shall  not  go  unpunished. 

My  object,  however,  in  this  appeal,  is  not  to  refer  to 
past  wrongs  committed  against  an  unoffending  race,  but 
to  appeal  to  the  men  and  women  of  America,  and  if  pos- 
sible to  incite  them  to  do  that  which  is  so  generally  neg- 
lected, in  the  North,  especially,  and  while  the  patriots  of 
our  own  country  have  denounced  slavery,  and  with  might 
and  main  labored  for  its  overthrow,  under  God  they  were 
successful.  But  the  philanthropist  of  the  old  world  did 
yeoman  service  for  its  extinguishment  throughout  Christen- 
dom, and  its  work  is  being  successful.  In  reference  to 
this  matter,  others  have  spoken  for  us,  and  most  effectu- 
ally, and  their  names  should  always  be  held  in  grateful 
remembrance.  They  are  some  of  them  of  our  own  coun- 
try and  of  our  own  times  ;  some  of  them  have  passed 
away,  but  their  names  will  ever  live  and  their  memories 
will  never  perish.      I   allude    to  such  men   as   Franklin, 
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Lundy  and  Rush,  Hale,  Lovejoy,  the  Tappans,  Mrs.  Mott, 
Mrs.  Childs,  Mrs.  Stone  Blackwell,  Theo.  D.  Welds,  the 
Misses  Grimkee  of  South  Carolina,  Mrs.  Kelley  Foster, 
Thomas  Garrets  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  Charles  Sumner, 
whose  death  was  brought  about  after  years  of  physical 
suffering  from  the  barbarism  of  American  slavery.  Then 
there  were  illustrious  colored  men  whose  eloquence  and 
power  of  address  have  characterized  both  European  and 
American  audiences.  I  allude  to  such  men  as  Fred  Doug- 
lass, Rev,  Henry  H.  Garnet,  D.  D.,  Robert  Purvis,  Theo. 
S.  Wright,  David  Ruggles,  William  Wells  Brown,  and  a 
host  of  other  native  Americans,  many  of  them  born  in 
slavery,  whom  God  raised  up  to  speak  in  behalf  of  their 
own  people. 

These  men  have  shown  in  some  measure  the  mental  ca- 
pabilities of  the  race  from  which  they  sprang.  I 
have  alluded  to  white  and  colored  men,  and  a  very 
small  number  indeed.  Time  would  fail  me  to  name  them 
all ;  but  when  we  look  across  the  broad  Atlantic,  we  see 
scores  of  noble  men  and  women  who  were  engaged  in  the 
good  work  of  lifting  up  the  oppressed  of  the  world.  For 
negro  slavery  has  not  been  the  only  system  which  has 
called  forth  human  effort.  Every  nation  almost  has  seen 
days  of  oppression.  There  is  not  very  much  for  the  most 
enlightened  nation  of  Europe  to  be  proud  of.  Most  all 
have  had  the  ordeal  to  pass  through,  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree.  I  do  not  think  I  err  much  in  saying,  that  it  is 
through  oppression  they  occupy  the  eminence  which  they 
do  to-day,  so  that  those  for  whom  I  speak  at  this  time  may 
have  hope  that  finally  they  will  emerge  from  the  disabili- 
ties under  which  they  rest  to-day,  but  it  would  show  a 
want  of  gratitude  were  I  to  omit  the  names  of  the  bene- 


factors  of  our  race  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  of 
which  there  is  a  galaxy,  who  first  sounded  the  bugle-note 
against  oppression,  such  as  Wilberforce,  Granville,  Sharp, 
and  some  of  the  Lords  of  England,  and  not  the  least  of 
the  number  of  the  great  of  the  Old  World  stands  the  name 
of  Daniel  O'Gonnell.  And  as  if  to  give  greater  brilliancy 
to  names  already  illustrious,  is  added  that  of  George 
Thompson,  the  world's  philanthropist.  The  great  minds 
of  the  Old  World  never  countenanced  oppression  nor  en- 
tertained prejudice  on  account  of  color.  Their  mightiest 
efforts  were  to  emancipate  man  from  his  political  disabil- 
ities. They  have  done  their  part  of  the  work  for  us,  and 
now  we  have  to  do  a  great  work  for  ourselves. 

It  is  not  enough  for  us  to  be  moral  and  religious,  but 
also  industrious  and  economical.  There  are  thousands 
over  the  land  who  are  all  that  can  be  asked  of  them  to  be. 
while  many  others  are  the  opposite  in  character  and  con- 
duct. We  are  misjudged  by  very  many  of  our  white  fel- 
low citizens,  or  they  occupy  a  wrong  stand-point  from 
which  they  judge  us.  For  the  misdemeanor  of  a  few  they 
judge  the  many,  and  condemn  the  many  for  the  misdeeds 
of  the  few.  We  are  not  judged  as  other  communities  are. 
The  misdeeds  of  the  few  are  not  attributed  to  the 
many.  For  example,  take  New  England  If  in  any  town 
there  be  a  few  hundred  colored  people,  and  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  number  are  idle,  and  vicious,  and  thieving,  all 
are  liable  to  be  judged  for  the  misdeeds  of  the  few.  It  is 
not  so  among  our  white  fellow-citizens  ;  all  are  not  judged 
for  the  misdeeds  of  the  others.  This,  any  one  who  is  fair- 
minded,  knows  to  be  wrong.  But  it  is  the  wrong  under 
which  our  people  arc  continually  resting.  For  whom  are 
our  jails  and  prisons  built?     Manifestly  not   for  colored 
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men.  Who  sustain  our  lawyers,  and  judges,  and  courts  ? 
If  upon  colored  people  depended  the  sustainment  of  our 
judiciary  system,  the  whole  thing  would  come  to  nought. 
But  notwithstanding  this,  many  of  my  people  might  won- 
derfully improve  more  than  they  do,  morally,  intellectu- 
ally and  religiously.  But  much  depends  upon  the  educa- 
tion of  a  people  in  morals  as  well  as  manners.  Our  fel- 
low citizens  of  a  fairer  hue  have  had  the  training  of  the 
colored  people.  The  original  introduction  of  the  native 
African  into  Christendom  was  not  to  make  lawyers  and 
doctors,  or  ministers,  or  that  they  should  become  literary 
or  scientific  men,  or  statesmen.  None  of  these  things  en- 
tered into  the  purpose.  It  was  simply  to  be  a  menial  in 
service,  or  an  article  of  gain,  from  the  auction  block  to 
the  highest  bidder.  And  then  to  obliterate  as  far  as  pos- 
sible our  humanity,  no  effort  was  left  untried  not  only 
in  heathen  but  in  christian  lands,  to  make  the  colored 
man  feel  that  he  is  inferior  to  his  fairer-hued  fellow- man. 
Everywhere  this  was  and  is  tried,  and  to-day  this  effort 
is  put  forth  in  various  ways. 

But  I  must  confess  that  on  my  own  part  I  have  never 
felt  ready  to  admit  that  there  is  any  inferiority  in  the 
blood  and  body  or  souls  of  men.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  have  such  a  contempt  for  any  man  or  woman  who  pro- 
fesses to  believe  it,  that  there  are  no  words  in  the  Eng- 
lish language  by  which  I  can  adequately  express  my  de- 
testation of  the  sentiment.  Then  again,  if  there  were 
such  a  thing  us  inferiority  between  one  man  and  another, 
that  man  or  woman  is  not  to  blame;  because  it  is  a  cir- 
cumstance over  which  neither  have  any  control  ;  conse- 
quently it  is  the  most  consummate  ignorance  on  the  part  of 
those  who  indulge  themselves  in  any  such  thoughts.   Such 
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a  person  is  not  battling  really  with  ine,  but  with 
ker. 

His  venom  may  be  shown  me  by  his  looks 
words,  but  I  ask  what  is  it  but  the  most  unpardonable  ig 
norance  ?  This  we  see  in  men  who  regard  themselves  as 
quite  intelligent,  and  even  dare  to  call  themselves  chris- 
tian men  and  women.  They  do  not  believe  in  revelation 
which  declares  that  of  one  blood  God  hath  made  all  na- 
tions. They  may  theorize  as  much  as  they  please,  but  I 
prefer  practical  illustrations.  I  most  readily  admit  that 
one  man  is  intellectually  superior  to  another,  or  physi- 
cally inferior,  but  in  the  quality  of  the  soul  and  the  blood 
I  acknowledge  no  difference  ;  God  does  not  himself,  then 
what  right  have  I  or  any  one  else  ? 

Some  years  ago  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  there  were 
two  boys  in  one  family.  There  was  nothing  very 
strange  in  the  fact  of  two  boys  being  in  one  family,  for 
often  in  time  past  there  have  been  half  a  dozen  or  more 
boys  in  one  family.  But  the  peculiarity  of  this  case  is, 
that  one  of  the  boys  was  white,  the  other  was  colored. 
These  boys  ate  together,  and  slept  together,  and  played  to- 
gether. They  had  not  been  taught  that  one  was  inferior 
to  the  other  ;  the  grandmother  of  the  white  boy  treated 
the  colored  boy  with  the  same  love  that  she  did  her 
grandson,  and  when  she  gave  the  one  boy  a  piece  of  bread 
and  butter  she  gave  a  piece  to  the  other,  and  put  the 
butter  equally  thick  on  both.  Those  boys  knew  no  differ- 
ence, and  had  for  years  been  together.  They  were  equally 
bright  and  intelligent  ;  one  learned  under  home  instruc- 
tion as  fast  as  the  other.  But  in  the  course  of  time  they 
had  to  go  to  school  away  from  the  house.  Then  for  the 
first  time  that  colored  boy  was  called  that  name  which  is 
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the  American  white  boys'  and  girls'  tongues, 
'  and  from  that  moment  it  seemed  that  a  dag- 
ad  entered  his  soul.  He  learned  then  that  the  color 
God  gave  him  was  the  ground  and  cause  of  an  insult, 
which  pierced  the  very  soul  within  him.  Then  came  a 
change  over  him,  which  destroyed  his  ambition  and  anni- 
hilated the  uprising  of  his  youthful  mind,  and  he  became 
depressed,  discouraged  and  disheartened,  and  he  never 
rallied  from  or  rose  above  the  incision  which  that  insult 
produced  in  his  mind.  But  that  white  boy  had  no  such 
insults  to  meet,  and  no  such  buffeting  met  him  on  all  hands. 
lie  went  to  school,  and  from  school  to  college,  and  then, 
when  he  had  completed  his  collegiate  course  he  pursued 
his  theological  course  of  study  and  became  an  honored 
minister  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  The  account  of  the 
colored  boy  and  of  himself  I  had  from  his  own  lips,  lie 
said  implicitly  to  me  that  insult  lacerated  the  very  soul  of 
that  boy.  Break  any  boy's  or  girls  spirit  by  such  lan- 
guage, and  it  is  hard  for  them  to  rally  again. 

Then  again,  the  treatment  which  may  easily  be  inter- 
preted to  mean  the  same  thing  equally  demands  an  indig- 
nant protest.  And  yet  all  over  America  this  is  so  preva- 
lent and  surpassingly  strange.  It  lurks  in  the  very  bosoms 
of  the  disciples  of  Christ.  Some  years  since  an  English- 
man came  to  America  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  making 
it  his  home.  He  was  a  member  of  a  christian  church  in 
the  land  of  his  nativity.  As  was  natural  for  such  a  man, 
he  went  to  church  ;  he  looked  in  the  door,  and  stood  about 
it  waiting  to  see  if  any  christian  courtesy  would  be  shown 
him.  Nothing  of  the  sort  occurred.  He  betook  himself 
to  the  gallery  of  the  church  and  sat  down  After  the  ser- 
vice he  retraced  his  steps  homeward.     He  had  on  a  new 
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suit  of  black  clothes,  and  his  wife  observed  that  they  were 
covered  with  dust.  She  in  wonder  asked  him  where  he 
had  been,  as  his  clothes  were  so  dirty.  His  response  was 
that  he  had  been  to  church,  and  when  he  looked  in  the 
glass,  he  was  astonished  at  himself.  Some  days  after,  he 
told  a  member  of  the  church  whom  he  chanced  to  meet, 
that  he  supposed  they  did  not  sweep  and  dust  the  seats  in 
the  gallery.  He  asked  why.  The  Englishman  said  that 
he  sat  up  there  the  preceding  Sabbath,  and  was  com- 
pletely covered  with  dust.  In  reply  to  this  he  said  that 
those  seats  in  the  gallery  were  for  "  niggers."  Some  of 
my  readers  may  say  that  that  was  an  exceptional  case.  I 
can  relate  a  similar  incident  which  occurred  only  a  few 
weeks  ago  in  Western  Massachusetts. 

But  I  know  that  a  few  deprecate  such  conduct.  Said 
the  late  President  Stearns  of  Amherst  College,  to  me,  in 
conversation  upon  this  subject,  that  he  never  could  indulge 
in  that  foolish  prejudice  against  a  man  on  the  account  of 
his  color.  No  man  has  had  a  better  opportunity  of  observ- 
ing in  regard  to  this  matter  than  I  have.  And  I  do  from 
my  soul  protest  against  it.  There  is  no  excuse  for  it.  It 
is  contemptibly  mean.  It  is  an  incubus  which  bangs  on 
the  /Vmerican  heart  and  tongue.  They  have  educated 
and  brought  up  their  children  to  it.  Oftentimes  it  is 
blamed  upon  our  Irish  population.  But  they  have  learned 
it  from  Americans.  The  youth  hear  it  in  the  house  and 
they  are  quick  to  repeat  in  the  nursery.  Dr.  Nelson,  who 
wrote  a  tract  upon  infidelity,  said  that  in  his  father's  fam- 
ily there  was  a  colored  boy,  a  slave,  and  1  believe  that  ho 
was  owned  by  the  doctor's  father.  This  boy  and  lie  grew 
up  side  by  side.  This  boy  was  a  hri^ht  and  intel- 
ligent.     They   worked   side   by    side,    in    the    field,    and 
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when  they  had  reached  such  ages  when  parents  and  guar- 
dians generally  determine  the  life  work  of  those  committed 
to  their  care,  the  father  of  young  Nelson,  sent  his  son  to 
college,  but  the  colored  boy  was  sent  to  work  on  the  farm. 
His  testimony  is  that  if  he  had  been  sent  to  the  farm, 
and  the  colored  boy  to  college,  the  latter  would  have  be- 
come the  abler  man  of  the  two.  It  is  ill  to  judge  a  man 
or  a  race  until  ample  opportunities  have  been  afforded, 
There  is  more  demanded  of  the  colored  man  to-day  than 
ever  before,  and  if  this  be  so,  have  we  not  a  right  to  ap- 
peal to  our  fellow-citizens,  and  ask  them  to  remove 
the  barriers  they  are  placing  in  our  way,  so  that  we 
may  come  up  to  their  demands,  and  expectations  ?  We 
have  always  as  a  class  been  law-abiding,  and  no  question 
can  be  asked  as  to  our  patriotism,  as  any  student  of  our 
nation's  history  well  knows.  The  colored  man  has  al- 
ways been  willing  to  bide  his  time.  He  believed  it  was 
coming,  and  even  now  we  have  entered  upon  it.  That 
as  old  lines,  North  and  South,  are  obliterated  or  being  so, 
we  ask  that  no  man  be  known  by  race,  or  color,  or  nation- 
ality. This  is  our  status  according  to  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  American  Constitution. 

But  it  is  necessary  that  this  find  a  practical  expression 
by  the  people  of  this  great  Republic.  The  chief  execu- 
tive of  the  nation  we  believe  is  right  on  this  subject,  and 
the  legislative  and  the  judiciary  we  believe  are  right. 
But  the  grand  object  is  to  get  the  individual  citizen  right, 
and  to  this  point  we  would  call  the  attention  of  those  to 
whom  we  are  speaking.  Laws,  however  favorable  to  any 
project  they  may  be,  if  there  is  no  public  sentiment  favor- 
able, will  be  of  no  avail.  Public  sentiment  heretofore 
has  been  against  us,  and  even  now  is  really  so.     The  mas- 
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sacre  at  the  South,  proscription  at  the  North,  this  must  all 
be  changed.  The  interest  of  the  one  race,  if  I  may  so 
speak,  is  the  interest  of  the  other.  We  are  of  one  lan- 
guage, and  the  same  system  of  laws  are  essential  to  gov- 
ern both.  When  justice  is  practiced  toward  us,  there  is 
no  need  of  special  legislation  for  our  race.  We  are  not 
different  from  other  men  and  women  ;  we  have  hopes  and 
aspirations  and  inclinations  the  same  as  others.  This  be- 
ing so,  all  we  ask  is  to  be  treated  as  other  men  and  wo- 
men are  ;  that  we  may  be  permitted  to  engage  in  the  va- 
rious callings  and  pursuits  of  life,  and  that  facilities  may 
be  afforded  us  to  do  this  just  the  same  as  others  have,  so 
that  the  respect  which  others  secure  inconsequence  of  the 
honorable  callings  in  which  they  are  engaged,  we  may  re- 
ceive the  same  ;  that  colored  men  be  admitted  into  the 
mechanical  branches  of  business  ;  that  they  be  given  such 
opportunities  to  learn  any  branch  of  the  mechanical  arts  to 
which  they  may  aspire.  As  for  their  competency,  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  show  this,  or  in  other  words,  to 
develop  what  is  in  them  in  this  regard;  that  they  be 
treated  as  white  men  are,  to  whom  all  the  avenues  of  in- 
dustry are  opened,  and  who  are  trained  in  these  various 
avocations  of  life.  They  do  not  reach  them  through  in- 
tuition, but  through  a  system  of  training  and  instruction. 
We  claim  no  more  for  a  colored  man  by  intuition  than 
can  be  claimed  for  others.  It  should  be  kept  in  mind  that 
it  is  unwise  to  make  any  distinction  on  account  of  com- 
plexion or  race,  because  we  may  thereby  retard  the  ad- 
vance of  thought,  and  repress  genius  which  might  shew 
forth  something  which,  for  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary, 
would  contribute  to  the  well-being  ami  happiness  of  man 
generally.      That  in  the  foundry  colored   men  be  admitted 
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with  white  men  upon  the  same  terms,  and  his  position  and 
place  be  accorded  him  according  to  his  capability.     If  he 
can  command  the  best  place  in  the  foundry,  give  him  a 
chance  ;   let  not   his  color  be  a  barrier,  let  him  have  full 
play  in  the  development  of  his  capacities  and  powers.     If 
he  desires  to  enter  a  banking  institution  as  a  clerk,  give 
him  a  chance  ;   let  not  color  debar  him.     Let  him  not  feel 
wounded  and  grieved  because  he  is  refused  on  account  of 
circumstances  beyond  his  control.     All   these  prejudices 
against  the  colored  man  arise  from  circumstances  beyond 
his  control.     Why  may  he  not  be  invited  to  enter  the  mer- 
cantile field  in  this  country  as  well  as  others  ?    We  are  told 
that  at  Seirra  Leone,  a  British  colony  in  Africa,  black  men 
are  largely  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.     At  any  time 
their  drafts  are  honored  at  London  for  any  amount.     In 
British  Columbia,  or  Victoria,  as  it  is  called,  I   know    of 
colored  men  who   have  gone  from  the  United  States  and 
have  accumulated  wealth  as  merchants.     The  same  is  true 
of  many  in  the  West  India  Islands,  and  what  is  done  there, 
may   be    done   here.     Must   we   be    driven   to   the    con- 
clusion that  our  republican  institutions  have  raised  a  class 
of  men  who  are  opposed  to  the  rise  and  progress  of  another 
class,  because  their  skin  is  of  a  darker  hue  ?     If  this  be 
so,  we  had  better  have  a  monarchial  government  at  once, 
not  only  to  correct  this  evil  of  which  we  are  complaining, 
but  others  which  are    imminent,  and   which   will  destroy 
our  system  of  government,  of  which,  as  American  citizens, 
we  are  so  proud,  and  of  which  we  like  to  boast  so  much. 
Let  our  boasting  be  predicated  upon  right  and  justice  to 
all  classes  everywhere  under  the  waving  of  our  flag. 

In  relation  to  colored  men,  let  the  door  be  wide  open  to 
them  as  it  is  to  others,  to  any  of  the  learned  professions, 
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the  legal,  the  medical  and  ministerial.  Help  him  to  have 
a  well  cultivated  mind  by  removing  the  difficulties  in  his 
path.  He  needs  to  be  furnished  with  all  the  opportuni- 
ties which  others  have.  Into  all  these,  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent, some  colored  men  have  been  admitted,  but  not  under 
very  favorable  circumstances.  They  have  had  to  leap 
over  not  only  the  barrier  of  poverty,  but  another  obstacle 
worse  than  that — an  unjust  and  cruel  prejudice,  not  against 
character,  but  against  the  color  of  the  skin — against  that 
which  God  gave.  This  is  the  meanest  kind  of  prejudice, 
unworthy  of  intelligent  men  and  women.  The  women  and 
men  of  this  country  have  educated  their  sons  and  daugh- 
ters to  it,  hence  it  exists  everywhere.  The  last  place  is 
at  the  altar,  which  is  professedly  erected  to  the  worship 
of  that  God  whose  word  declares  that  lie  is  no  respecter 
of  persons.  The  colored  man  has  been  assigned  the  most 
obscure  place  to  sit  in  the  house  of  God,  to  keep  him  re- 
minded of  the  prejudice  which  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  fair- 
er-hued  worshipper  against  him,  as  though  being  whiter 
made  a  man  or  woman  holier. 

This  has  driven  some  to  seek  a  home  in  the  Romish 
church,  where  master  and  slave  may  bow  at  a  common  al- 
tar, and  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  common  communion.  This 
prejudice  has  been  carried  so  far  as  to  be  detrimental  to 
the  advance  of  the  religion  of  the  Son  of  God. 

I  know  of  a  church  in  a  New  England  town,  where  in 
the  deed  it  is  recorded  that  if  a  pew-holder  permit  a  colored 
person  to  sit  in  his  pew,  the  holder  forfeits  his  right  to  it. 
The  rule  is  not  enforced,  yet  it  shows  hov  j  demoralized 
they  had  become  by  prejudice  against  color.  Now  we 
ask  and  entreat  our  white  fellow-citizens  to  treat  us  more 
in  accordance  with  the   spirit  of  our  institutions;    not   as 
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they  were,  but  as  they  are,  We  ask  them  to  act  up  to 
the  exigency  of  the  times.  Every  friend  of  humanity  and 
lover  of  his  country  will  so  act,  except  the  man  who  is 
past  recovery  in  his  prejudices  against  the  color  of  a  man's 
skin.  There  have  been  a  very  few  men  who  have  mus- 
tered courage  enough  to  say  to  some  aspiring  colored  man 
that  they  would  afford  him  such  a  chance  to  enter  upon 
study  so  as  to  qualify  him  for  the  learned  professions, 
some  one  of  which  their  benefactor  or  benefactors  were 
acquainted  with. 

I  know  of  a  man  who  was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth 
College  ;  he  was  not  permitted  to  enter  a  medical  institu- 
tion where  he  could  study  to  complete  his  education 
just  because  he  was  a  colored  man.  He  had  to  leave  the 
United  States.  Happily  his  father  was  a  man  of  means, 
and  of  standing  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  so 
he  sent  his  son  to  Scotland,  where  a  hearty  welcome  was 
given  him.  He  entered  upon  his  medical  studies  and  com- 
pleted them,  and  then  he  was  given  a  commission  in  the 
British  navy,  where  in  all  probability  he  is  to-day.  The 
capability  of  the  colored  man  shonld  be  fully  tested,  by 
affording  him  every  opportunity  to  develop  himself.  Some 
more  than  twenty-five  years  ago,  there  was  living  in  the 
Western  part  of  New  Jersey  a  medical  gentleman  who 
was  very  anxious  to  take  under  his  care  a  young  man  of 
color,  and  give  him  instruction  in  medicine.  He  made 
application  to  me,  through  a  white  friend  of  mine.  Such 
a  man,  or  rather  boy,  was  secured  for  him,  and  he  afforded 
him  every  advantage  to  gain  a  medical  education.  That, 
boy  succeeded,  and  the  last  I  knew  of  him  he  was  practis- 
ing in  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  but  I 
have  learned  since  that  he  is  deceased  ;   he  was  known  in 
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Washington  as  Dr.  Ellis.  Some  years  earlier  than  this, 
there  was  in  Philadelphia  a  young  colored  man  employed 
in  one  of  the  medical  schools  of  that  city  as  an  attendant 
upon  the  teachers  during  term  time.  He  had  a  good  Eng- 
lish education  for  those  times,  for  it  was  under  difficulties 
even  then  for  colored  persons  to  secure  an  education. — 
However,  he  showed  such  aptitude  that  they  encouraged 
him  ;  he  applied  his  mind  more  diligently,  and  finally  he 
earned  a  diploma  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession  ;  both  white  and  colored  people  employed  him. 
He  died  in  the  prime  of  life,  widely  mourned  and  lament- 
ed. Dr.  James  Wilson  was  a  household  name  in  Phila- 
delphia. When  I  was  a  child  living  in  New  York,  there 
was  a  young  man  whom  his  widowed  mother  had  given 
all  the  advantages  of  education  which  a  free  school  could  af- 
ford. The  school  which  he  attended  was  not  supported  by 
the  state,  as  now,  but  by  the  manumission  society,  the 
members  of  which  were  Quakers,  or  Friends.  It  was  a 
school  exclusively  for  colored  persons,  and  was  subject  to 
all  the  hate  and  prejudice  of  similar  schools  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.  This  young  man  was  advanced  as  far  as 
possible  in  that  school,  white  schools  of  a  higher  grade  were 
closed  to  his  admission  ;  consequently  there  was  for  him 
no  opportunity  for  further  educational  advancement.  By 
the  merest  chance  a  situation  for  him  was  found  in  a  brass 
foundry,  and  he  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity.  There 
was  one  man  willing  to  take  him.  I  think  that  his  em- 
ployer was  a  foreigner  by  birth.  He  was  succeeding  at 
the  trade  of  his  choice,  when  some  friends  learning  what 
a  successful  scholar  he  had  been,  and  that  he  possessed 
more  than  ordinary  mental  capacity,  were  anxious  that  he 
should  resume  study  and  enter   some    profession.       They 
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held  out  to  him  inducements  which  he  gladly  accepted, 
which  were  that  he  should  leave  his  widowed  mother,  of 
whom  he  was  the  only  living  child,  and  the  home  of  his 
childhood,  and  go  abroad  in  pursuit  of  an  education,  be- 
cause in  the  United  States  of  America  prejudice  was  too 
strong  for  him  to  succeed  in  that  regard.  He  went  to 
Scotland  where  he  studied  medicine,  and  graduated  with 
honors.  Then  he  returned  to  the  land  of  his  nativity  and 
commenced  to  practice,  and  was  quite  successful.  In  con- 
nection with  his  practice  he  opened  an  apothecary's  store 
on  West  Broadway,  New  York. 

One  incident  in  his  life  worth  mentioning  is  this  :  The 
Hon.  Henry  Clay,  in  a  public  speech  said  that  emancipa- 
tion was  demoralizing  to  the  negro  mind  ;  that  if  the  ne- 
gro was  emancipated  ho  would  become  insane  ;  and  to 
make  good  his  statement,  he  .said  that  there  were  seven 
colored  men  in  an  asylum  in  the  state  of  New  York,  who 
had  been  slaves,  but  since  their  emancipation  they  had 
become  hopelessly  insane.  Dr.  James  McCune  Smith  (this 
colored  man  of  whom  I  have  been  speaking)  investigated 
the  matter,  and  he  found  seven  men  insane  at  the  place 
designated  by  Mr.  Clay,  but  lo  !  and  behold,  they  were 
white  men  !  And  the  disclosure  was  made  public,  to  the 
discomfiture  of  the  great  statesman  of  the  West.  Some 
of  the  friends  of  the  Senator  admitted  that  a  colored 
man  had  plucked  off  some  of  his  laurels,  the  tendency  of 
which  was  to  make  Mr.  Clay  more  guarded  in  his  utter- 
ances about  colored  people  ever  afterward. 

There  has  been  on  the  supreme  bench  of  South  Carolina 
a  colored  man  wrho  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  as  a  lawyer, 
in  Pennsylvania.  I  have  been  informed  that  his  attain- 
ments in  legal  knowledge  were  very  respectable,  and  the 
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most  lie  needed  was  experience.  This  man,  I  believe, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  notwithstanding  the  preju- 
dice and  hatred  he  had  to  encounter,  was  determined  to 
enter  the  profession  of  law.  Nothing  but  prejudice  drove 
him  to  South  Carolina,  and  nothing  but  prejudice  has  de- 
posed him  from  the  bench  in  that  State.  One  of*fcfte 
Secretaries  of  the  State  of  Florida  was  a  Philadelphian, 
and  a  graduate  of*  Dartmouth  College  while  Dr.  Lord  was 
President,  and  many  of  the  colored  men  who  have  held 
office  and  position  in  the  South  were  born  and  educated 
in  the  North.  They  have  now  been  driven  from  the  places 
which  they  occupied  by  the  rebel  element  which  has  come 
into  power,  and  prejudice  rules  in  the  South  to-day.  This 
persecution  of  colored  men  and  loyal  men  is  more  detri- 
mental to  the  best  interests  of  the  South  than  anything 
else.  When  the  time  comes  for  sober  and  serious  thought, 
the  disloyal  and  the  ex-rebel  will  regret  it  ;  for  while  so- 
ciety is  in  a  disordered  state,  how  can  the  South  develop 
its  resources  ?  It  puts  oft'  the  day  of  its  own  redemption 
through  the  various  sources  of  human  industries  and 
growth. 

The  South  has  the  advantage  in  soil  and  climate,  and 
very  many  other  natural  means,  to  make  it  the  garden 
spot  of  our  national  domain.  Had  the  South  settled  down 
ami  given  the  years  since  the  war  to  the  recuperation  of 
its  wasted  energies,  it  would  not  to-day  have  presented 
so  sad  and  lamentable  a  picture.  It  is  naught  but  the  ef- 
fects of  human  slavery,  though  abolished  so  many  years 
ago,  yet  the  whites  of  the  South  are  still  bound  hand  and 
foot  from  its  effects.  They  have  gone  on  in  the  wrong 
way  to  correct  the  difficulties  \nder  which  they  labor. 
They  cannot  afford  to  be  at  sword's  points  with  the  negro 
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because  they  will  find   disquietude  will  be  created  in  the 
bosom  of  the  ex-slaves,  and  as  they  become  intelligent  so 
they    will    become    a    power,  although   they    be    cowed 
down  now.     They  will  learn  their  power,  and  will  not 
be  slow  to  use  it.     The  laboring  interests  to-day  in  our 
country  are  beginning  to  make  common  cause,  and  after  a 
while  in  the  South  it  will   unite,  whether  it  be  black   or 
white.     We  do  know  that  right  will  triumph  and  justice 
will  come,  though  it  may   linger  long.     It   is  evident  to 
my  mind,  from  the  communications  from  the  South  which 
come   under  my  observation,  that   these  outrages   at  the 
South  are  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  improvement  in  ed- 
ucation which  is  being  made  by  the  colored  people  at  the 
schools   which   have   been  established  for   them.     There 
seems  to  be    a  malignant  feeling  against  them,  for  some 
very  important  schools  have  been  destroyed  by  the  torch  of 
the  incendiary,  and  from  others  again  the  State  has  with- 
holden  appropriations,  which  of  course  have  impaired  their 
efficiency.     It  will   destroy    all  kindly  feelings  between 
the  two  classes.     Their  interests  are  identical,  and  there 
is  no  mistake  about  this.      The  Democratic  party  may  en- 
deavor to  keep  up  a  difference,  and   of  course   it  will  be 
successful  for  a  while      But  when  the  South  realizes  what 
is  its  interest,   down  goes   that    party   which  has    done 
more  to  injure  the  South  than  anything  else. 

Not  long  since  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education 
of  Georgia  recommended  the  legislature  to  withhold  ap- 
propriations from  the  colored  schools,  because  teachers  and 
the  parents  of  the  children  were  too  kindly  disposed  to- 
ward each  other  ;  or,  to  use,  as  near  as  I  can,  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Secretary,  that  there  was  a  tendency  toward 
social  equality.     Such  a   man   would    not   be    tolerated 
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among  the  Feejee  Islanders.     Then  at  an  examination  of 
the  students  of  the  University  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  one  of 
the  chivalry  of  the  South  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  success  of  the  students,  both  male  and  female,  in  their 
studies.     I   do  not  remember  reading  anywhere  of  such 
praise  being  bestowed  on  the  students  of  other  institutions. 
He  said  that  they  sustained  themselves  most  creditably  in 
all  branches  of  study  to  which  they  had  devoted  attention, 
and  in  the  very  next  breath  he  made  a  very  mean  fling  at 
them,  and  to  show  his  own  wisdom,  he  made  this  declara- 
tion, that  God  and  nature  had  erected  an  insuperable  bar- 
rier   between   the   two   races,  and  that  there    should  be 
no  attempt  at  the  nullification  of  this  law.     I  suspect  that 
if  an  ethnologist  was  to  make  an  examination  of  that  wise- 
acre, he  would  discover  some  traces  of  negro  blood  in  his 
veins.     He  talks  precisely  like  that  class  of  men .    Any  man 
of  common  sense  knows  that  a  law,  in  the  sense  in  which 
that  man  is   speaking,  cannot   be  changed,  hence  his  at- 
tempt at    exhortation   is  wholly   gratuitous.      We   want, 
North  and  South,  a  true  christian  civilization,  higher  than 
ever  the  South  has  had.      Our  conceptions  have  been  very 
inadequate  of  Southern  civilization  ;   none  supposed  there 
was  such  lamentable  ignorance   and  wickedness  until  the 
war  took  off  the  surface  covering.      And   it  has  appalled 
Northern  men  and  women,  I  mean  those  who  are  suscept- 
ible of  anything  of  the  kind.      We  have  been  wont  to  pride 
ourselves  upon  the   general  intelligence  of  the  American 
people,  and  we  did  not  think  it  possible  that  men  calling 
themselves  such,  could  commit  such    outrages  upon   de- 
fenceless men  and  women  as  have  been  committed  in  the 
South  since  emancipation.      What   a  burning  disgrace  to 
the  American  name  !   and  yet  the  half  has  not  been  or  ever 
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will  be  told.      The  ignorance  of  the  colored  people  is  pro- 
verbial, but  that  they  had  so  many  peers  among  the  white 
people  of  America,  no  one  dreamed  of  it.     With  all  the 
ignorance  of  the  colored  people  to-day,  in  this  country  ; 
taking  into  consideration  the  limited  opportunities  which 
are  afforded  them   by  the  dominant  race,  they  have   not 
much  to  be  ashamed  of.     The  dominant  race  is  more  than 
two  hundred  years  ahead  of  us,  by  not  affording  us  chances 
such  as  others  have.     Give  me   two   hundred  years  the 
start  of  a  man,  if  he  is  inferior  to  me  in  every  respect, I  willl 
have  no  fear  of  his  ever  getting  even  with  me.     It  is  poor 
ground  for  boasting  on  my  part. or  bragging,  but  in  a  speech 
which  the  late  President  Stearns  made,  a  very  few  years 
ago,  he  said  the  American  people  are  great  on  the  brag. 
Let  me  stand  on  a  man's  neck  who  has  been  thrown  down 
by  a  number  of  men,  and  I  can  brag  ;   but  let  me  be  con- 
strained to  relieve  that  man's  neck  of  my  foot,  and  then 
let  him  stand  up  as  my  equal,  physically,  and  then  the 
test  will  be  more  nearly  equal.     My  race  has  had  the  foot 
of  Christendom  upon  it  for  hundreds  of  years,  and  Chris- 
tendom has  cried  out  inferior  and  common.      What  God 
has  cleansed,  what  right  have  others  to  say  is  common  or 
unclean  ?     If  God  the  Maker  is  no  respecter  of  persons, 
what  right  has  he  of  a  fairer  hue  than  I  to  make  any  dif- 
ference, or  what  right  have  I,  on  the  other  hand?  The  fact 
is,  the  colored  man  has  a  noble  ancestry  of  which  he  may  be 
proud,  notwithstanding  his  condition  to-day  in  America. 

In  the  generations  of  the  past,  profane  and  sacred  his- 
tory corroborates  this  fact.  He  is  assigned  a  place  no 
ways  mean  as  statesmen,  generals,  poets  and  prelates,  who 
have  given  the  church  its  theology,  which  has  been  and 
is  accepted  to-day.     This  may  be  a  divergence  from  the 
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main  point  at  issue,  but  I  have  alluded  to  this  as  showing 
that  what  has  been  done  may  be  done  again.  Some 
enquirer  may  suggest  the  thought,  if  the  negro  race  once 
occupied  so  high  a  place  in  the  world  of  letters  and  sci- 
ence and  letters,  whence  came  this  terrible  degeneracy 
and  fall  ?  I  answer,  whence  came  the  present  conditions 
of  those  peoples  who  gave  the  world  art,  literature  and 
science?  The  old  Rome,  Greece,  Nineveh  and  Babylon? 
The  history  of  this  world  is  nothing  more  than  the  rise  and 
fall  of  nations,  and  to-day,  by  antiquarian  research  we 
are  exhuming  the  evidence  of  the  greatness  of  nations  in 
the  past.  Africa,  like  other  Oriental  nations,  has  fallen, 
but  we  have  an  abiding  faith  in  her  resurrection.  Not, 
perhaps,  distinct  from  other  nations,  but  among  other  na- 
tions, to  show  power  in  the  world  ;  and  the  representa- 
tives of  Africa  in  America,  right  here,  are  to  make  such 
demonstrations  which  shall  excel  her  in  the  past.  This 
is  if  the  world  is  to  advance  in  wisdom  and  knowledge. 
Now  as  there  has  been  so  wonderful  a  change  in  this  coun- 
try in  less  than  a  score  of  years,  we  ask  our  fellow-citizens 
of  a  fairer  hue  to  show  a  disposition  to  let  things  come  to 
their  legitimate  results  by  not  hindering  that  progress  which 
is  slowly  but  surely  being  manifested.  Help  to  make  it 
radical  ;  it  will  be  better  for  all  parties.  Old  hatreds 
and  prejudices  will  pass  away  ;  for  I  verily  believe  that 
the  next  generation,  or  at  least  the  succeeding  generation, 
will  be  surprised  to  learn  what  foolish  prejudices  their  fa- 
thers and  mothers  cherished  in  consequence  of  a  man's 
complexion.  For  when  men  become  so  wise  and  s  >  chris- 
tian as  to  give  up  their  prejudices,  then  they  will  not  hes- 
itate to  admit  colored  men  to  their  places  of  honor  and 
profit.      Then  will  the  race  for  whom  1  am  pleading  rise 


24 

to  the  standard  which  is  so  desirable.  Then  there  will  be 
towards  them  no  adverse  pnblic  opinion,  neither  will  there 
be  any  contention  on  this  score.  The  broad  field  will  be 
open  to  them,  and  they  will  surely  occupy  it.  If  un- 
<  dc«-.ad verse  circumstances  a  few  colored  men  have  strug- 
gled  up  under  difficulties  and  have  distinguished  them- 
selves, what  will  they  not  achieve  when  all  barriers  are 
removed  in  consequence  of  complexion  and  its  concomi- 
tants ? 

Think  not  that  from  the  drift  of  these  remarks  that  I 
entertain  the  thought,  or  that  I  would  convey  the  thought, 
that  colored  men  must  not  work  at  menial  employments. 
I  do  not  intend  any  such  thing.  But  it  is  this  to  which 
I  object  :  That  certain  employments  should  be  confined 
to  them,  and  that  they  be  cooped  up  to  them  because  they 
are  colored.  It  ought  to  be  regarded  as  an  innova- 
tion upon  the  rules  of  society  for  a  colored  man  or  woman 
to  aspire  to  those  employments  which  are  lucrative,  and 
even  which  require  brain  as  well  as  muscle.  Every  de- 
partment of  labor  must  have  its  workmen  and  workwomen, 
but  to  say  that  they  belong  wholly  to  colored  people,  or 
to  treat  them  so  that  they  be  excluded  from  other  fields 
of  industry,  is  unfair.  As  so  great  a  change  is  wrought 
in  the  policy  of  the  government,  it  is  an ti- republican. 

Put  no  weights  upon  any  man,  whatever  be  his  com- 
plexion or  nation.  If  he  tries  to  place  himself  in  an  atti- 
tude to  rise  in  the  scale  of  manhood,  let  him  do  so.  A 
change  is  needed  in  all  of  our  communities  ;  for  prior  to 
the  late  rebellion,  hate  was  deeply  seated  in  the  bosom  of 
the  Northern  people  toward  the  colored  man,  more  so  than 
in  the  South?  They  of  the  South  were  reared  up  under 
the  slave  system.     But  in  the  North  it  was  different.   We 
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boasted  of  our  freedom,  our  love  of  liberty  for  the  strug- 
gling everywhere.  Negro  hate  was  on  the  ground  of 
complexion.  That  God  made  him  of  a  darker  complexion, 
and  consequently  it  deprived  him  of  all  manly  qualities. 
He  must  be  inferior  This  argument  is  not  applied  to  an- 
imals, birds  or  fishes  ;  for  if  cither  possess  the  essential 
characteristics  which  belong  to  the  one  or  the  other,  that 
is  all  that  is  required.  It  is  true  there  are  different  spe- 
cies of  each,  but  they  belong  to  the  animal,  or  bird,  or 
fish  kingdom.  No  one  thinks  of  denying  them  their  legit- 
imate place.  It  matters  not  what  their  complexion  may 
be.  We  have  the  Polar  bear,  the  African,  and  the 
American.  In  every  particular  their  conformation  is  sim- 
ilar, and  very  much  alike  in  their  habits  and  customs. — 
There  arc  different  colors  of  the  same  kind  of  fish,  and  of 
animals.  Why  should  another  principle  of  judgment  guide 
us  in  relation  to  men?  As  God  hath  given  to  seed  in  the 
vegetable  world  such  a  body  as  pleased  himself,  so  in  rela- 
tion to  a  man's  complexion.  This  argument  is  aided  by  bi- 
ble testimony.  The  descendants  of  Noah  peopled  the  whole 
earth,  Shem,  Ham  and  Japheth.  The  darker  races  are 
regarded  as  the  descendants  of  Ham.  The  most  distant 
of  our  relationship  is  just  the  same  as  that  between  two 
or  three  brothers'  children.  But  if  the  argument  be  worth 
anything,  that  the  negro  is  an  inferior  being,  then  he  is 
entitled  to  a  great  deal  of  sympathy,  and  it  is  a  noble  act 
on  the  part  of  the  strong  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the 
weak.  The  weak  are  to  be  protected  by  the  strong.  But 
in  our  country,  wo  have  been  the  subjects  of  the  most 
cruel  legislation  ;  proscription  has  met  us  in  every  state 
and  territory.  We  have  been  subject  to  violence.  Now 
as  a  change  has  taken  place,  help  it  to  work   its  complete 
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results,  and  these  results  will  be  favorable  to  both  classes 
and  all  conditions  of  society. 

I  regard  it  as  a  great  wrong  to  shut  us  out  from  those 
employments  of  which  mention  has  been  made  in  this  ap- 
peal. I  do  not  know  of  a  factory  or  a  mill  of  any  kind 
where  colored  persons  are  admitted  upon  equal  terms  with 
white  employes  except  two,  one  in  Florence  and  the  other 
in  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  If  there  are  any  others,  I 
have  not  heard  of  them.  Even  in  the  shoe  factory,  pro- 
prietors will  employ  all  other  kinds  of  help,  import  them 
from  China  and  California.  I  find  no  fault  at  this  ;  but 
I  ask  that  the  colored  man  be  given  a  chance  with  others 
— not  more  than  others,  but  an  equal  opportunity  with 
others,  that  in  all  departments  of  labor  capitalists  and 
business  men  give  colored  persons  a  chance.  Master  me- 
chanics have  been  solicited  to  take  boys  of  color  into  their 
employment,  but  their  excuse  for  not  doing  so  is  that 
their  white  employes  would  not  work  in  shops  with  colored 
men  or  boys.  In  many  cases  these  excuses  were  ground- 
less and  mean.  Many  a  colored  man  who  has  had  aspi- 
rations of  this  character  have  had  their  hopes  disappoint- 
ed. Men  who  have  had  manhood  and  independence 
enough  to  do  in  this  regard  as  they  pleased,  and  who 
have  taken  a  decided  stand  and  have  maintained  authori- 
ty over  their  own  places  of  business,  have  done  much  to 
break  down  this  prejudice  against  color. 

But  many  have  compromised  in  this  matter.  The  de- 
mand must  be  acceded  to  sooner  or  later.  The  people  of 
the  United  States  must  surely  come  to  it,  and  he  who 
steps  to  the  front,  whether  manufacturer,  mechanic, 
lawyer,     doctor,    banker,    or  commercial    man,    will  get 
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the  credit  and  praise  of  generations  coming  upon  the 
stage  of  life,  and  the  gratitude  of  mankind.  It  is  always 
more  blessed  to  impart  instruction  than  to  withhold  it, 
particularly  when  persons  are  anxious  to  learn  and  will 
learn  were  it  not  for  an  unjust  and  mean  prejudice.  It 
has  been  thought  degrading  in  times  past,  for  a  white 
man  or  woman  to  work  side  by  side  with  a  colored  man 
or  woman.  Now  this  belongs  to  the  past.  The  past  is 
gone,  and  surely  all  its  incongruities  should  go  with  it. 
It  is  unworthy  of  the  present  era.  There  may  have  been 
some  palliation  for  the  past ;  men  were  so  brought  up  and 
educated  ;  they  understood  but  little  in  regard  to  the 
rights  of  man. 

I  wish  here  to  note  an  incident  which  came  under  my 
own  observation.  In  the  incipiency  of  the  order  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance,  strong  prejudice  existed  in  the  minds 
of  the  chief  officers  against  granting  a  charter  to  a  lodge 
of  that  order  to  colored  men  in  Philadelphia.  Tom  Flor- 
ence, a  member  of  Congress  from  one  of  the  strongholds 
of  democracy  in  that  city,  himself  a  member  of  that  or- 
der, declared  that  he  would  never  sign  his  name  to  a 
charter  for  a  colored  lodge.  But  he  was  true  to  his 
American  democracy.  I  have  seen  somewhere  a  defini- 
tion of  the  meaning  of  this  word  in  America  which  is 
this  :  "To  love  bad  rum  and  hate  niggers."  I  don't 
think,  however,  that  the  definition  is  Websterian  ;  God 
winked  at  this  lamentable  ignorance  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. 13ut  now  His  providence  calls  them  to  repentance. 
At  the  south  in  ante-war  times,  the  slaves  and  free  people 
of  color  performed  the  work,  for  they  were  the  laboring 
classes.  It  was  disreputable  for  white  people  to  labor  ; 
hence  the  workmen  of  the  north  were  called  "greasy  me- 
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chanies";   the  "mudsills"  of  society,  by  the  chivalry  of 
the    south.     The    colored    people  were   engaged    in   va- 
rious branches  of  business,  so  that  many  were  able,  es- 
pecially the  free,  to  save  money  and  in  some  cases  even 
when  they  were  slaves.     Their  owners  demanded  so  much 
money  per  month,  and  all  above  that  amount  they  pock- 
eted, and  when  they  had  accumulated   enough,  if  they 
happened  to  find  an  honest  white  man  in  the  south,  they 
would    secure    his    services    to    buy   them     from    their 
owners,  if  their  owners  were  willing  to  sell  them.     They 
would  get  these  white  men  to  negociate  for  them,  and  in 
this  way  many  of  them  became  free  ;   and  as  most  people 
know,  notwithstanding  the  rigid  laws  against  them  in  the 
south,  they  paid  high  taxes  for  themselves  and  for  each 
member  of  their  families.     They  knew  there  was  terrible 
proscription    against   them     in    the  south.     And     when 
they  were  too  hard  pressed  they  fled  north,   and  many 
settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  many  of  their  descendants 
are  to-day.     There  are   blocks  upon  blocks  of  dwelling 
houses  in  Philadelphia  erected  by  colored  men.     There 
are   blacksmiths,    tailors   and   shoemakers,    all   of  whom 
were  taught  by  those  who  came  from  under  the  iron  heel 
of  slavery.     But  in  New  England,  only  here  and  there 
you  find  a  colored  mechanic.      All  I  have  seen  are  from 
the  south.      But  under  the  former  system  of  the  south 
there  was  but  little  chance  for  development  even  in  those 
branches  which  I  have  named. 

But  now  we  hope  for  better  things  in  that  direction  ; 
and  we  plead  for  a  different  state  of  things  north  than 
formerly.  Shall  we  plead  in  vain  ?  I  am  addressing 
myself  to  the  thoughtful  men  and  women  who  desire  right 
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and  justice  to  triumph.    Perhaps  these  thoughts  will  bring 
down  on  me  the  execration  of  some  ;   but  not  of  the  class 
to  whom  my  appeal  is  reasonable  and  fair.      Every  man 
knows  that  the  broad  fields  to  the  industrial,   and  lucra- 
tive pursuit  are  not  open  to  colored  men.      And  yet  the 
hue-and-cry  is,  negro  inferiority.     The  negro  can  not  do 
what  white  men  can  ;   that  he  is  inferior,   and,  as  if  to 
keep  their  prophecy  from  failure,  obstacles  are  put  in  his 
way,    and    they    will   do  nothing   to  remove    them.      If 
there  be  a  natural  weakness  or  inferiority,  then  he  is  not 
censurable  by  any  means.     If  it  be  so,  why  such  extra 
effort  to   crush   him  ?     If  the    theory  be  correct,  he  can 
never  get  up  if  he  is  beneath  the  white  man.      Andrew 
Jackson  appealed    to   the  colored   men  at  New  Orleans 
when  the  crisis  of  1812  demanded  his  services,   and  he 
called  the  black   volunteers  of  New  Orleans  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  told  them  what  their  fellow  citizens  expected 
of  them  in  that  emergency  ;   then  when  they  were  dis- 
banded he  praised  them  and  thanked  them  for  their  servi- 
ces. 

No  democratic  President  has  acted  like  "Old  Hickory," 
as  manly,  and  as  gentlemanly,  toward  the  colored  people. 
Were  the  old  man  permitted  to  return  again  to  earth  and 
dwell  among  us,  if  modern  democracy  implored  him  to  be 
its  standard  bearer,  with  its  modern  platform,  the  old 
man  would  say  pretty  quick,  "get  behind  me,  Satan,  or  by 
the  eternal."  The  leaders  of  the  democracy  at  the  pres- 
ent day  are  far  from  being  men  of  noble  impulses.  It  is 
the  party  that  claimed  such  great  sympathy  for  those 
who  were  losers  from  the  failure  of  the  Freedinan's 
Bank  ;  while  in  the  last  session  of  Congress  they  were  in 
the  majority  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  yet  not  a 
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proposition  came  from  that  side  of  the  House  to  restore, 
or  to  make  the  losses  good  by  congressional  action.  It  is 
the  party  which  does  its  level  best  to  brutalize  the  man  of 
color.  In  it  there  are  some  good  men,  I  admit,  but  how 
they  can  fellowship  such  hypocrisy  I  cannot  explain,  and 
I  doubt  whether  they  can  explain  it  themselves.  There 
is  no  hope  for  the  colored  man  under  democratic  ascend- 
ency unless  it  makes  a  radically  new  departure.  Howev- 
er much  individuals  may  desire  it  who  are  in  the  party, 
the  leaders  have  no  such  inclination,  and  it  is  the  last 
thinir  that  the  rank  and  file  would  entertain.  There  is 
now  a  grand  opportunity  for  them  to  show  how  much  sym- 
pathy they  are  capable  of  showing  the  colored  man  by  car- 
rying out  the  suggestions  made  in  this  appeal.  But 
let  those  of  party  and  of  no  party  take  hold  of  this  mat- 
ter, be  sure  your  duty  is  performed  to  the  colored  man  ; 
regard  the  relation  which  exists  between  him  and  yourself. 
He  is  under  the  same  obligations  as  yourself.  Then  let  him 
have  all  the  chances  to  act  up  to  those  obligations  which 
his  new  duties  impose  upon  him.  For  it  is  evident  that 
his  status  is  changed  from  what  it  was.  In  some  few  of 
the  states  he  was  recognized  as  a  citizen  ;  while  in  all 
the  others  he  was  treated  worse  than  an  alien.  But  the 
Fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  places  him  upon  a  level  with  his  fellow  citizens  of 
a  lighter  complexion  ;  some  of  the  states  have  placed  him 
in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  some  are  the  accredited 
representatives  at  foreign  courts.  The  authorities  of 
some  of  our  cities  are  recognizing  the  importance  of  this 
and  have  given  appointments  to  colored  men  as  policemen 
and  messengers,  and  some  public  work  is  given  to 
them.  All  this  is  right.  But  private  citizens  have  not 
moved  in  this  matter. 


< 


3] 

I  do  not  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  give  appoint- 
ments to  eolored  men  because  they  are  colored  men.  At 
best,  government  offices  are  of  uncertain  tenure.  It  is  well 
enough.  But  I  want  to  see  colored  men  pursuing  the 
various  avocations  which  others  follow.  (Jive  me  what 
I  ask  in  this  appeal  for  my  people,  and  I  shall  have  no 
care  about  the  rest.  There  are  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  white  men  ready  to  till  government  offices, 
and  are  dying  for  "government  pap."  I  for  one  am  per- 
fectly willing  that  they  should  have  them.  But  as  Mr. 
Lincoln  said  to  Stephen  A.  Douglass,  1  am  after  bigger 
game  than  appointments  to  office  under  government. 
The  various  callings  of  which  I  have  spoken,  give  colored 
men  a  chance  to  be  taught  either  of  them,  and  they  nev- 
er can  take  away  that  knowledge.  Offices  by  a  change 
of  political  parties  deprive  a  man  of  the  means  of  sup- 
port. There  is  a  city  in  a  neighboring  State  in  which 
colored  men  are  on  the  police  force  while  the  republican 
party  is  in  power.  And  when  the  democracy  come  into 
power  they  are  ousted,  and  vice  versa.  Take  New  York 
for  example.  Suppose  there  were  some  colored  men  on 
the  police  force,  they  would  not  only  improve  its  efficien- 
cy but  very  much  its  complexion.  It  may  be  said  that 
white  men  and  colored  men  would  not  work  together  in 
harmony  ;  the  white  police  would  resign.  I  have  never 
known  anything  of  the  kind.  But  if  such  do  occur,  other 
men  can  be  secured  to  fill  the  position.-.  There  is  a  case 
in  point.  Some  time  since,  in  Philadelphia,  a  colored 
man  was  empanneled  ;is  a  juror  in  one  of  the  courts  of 
that  city  ;  one  of  the  white  jurors  declared  that  be  would 
not  serve  with  a  colored  man,  and  boldly  avow  d  that  he 
would  go  to  jail   and  rot  first.      He  was  fined  so  much 
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money  and  then  sent  to  jail.  The  jail  part  of  the  sen- 
tence was  to  be  executed  first.  He  went  to  jail,  but  he 
had  not  courage  enough  to  wait  until  the  rottening  pro- 
cess had  commenced  before  he  changed  his  tune,  and 
he  yielded  to  the  stern  majesty  of  the  law.  In  Pittsfield, 
one  of  the  old  towns  of  our  Commonwealth,  the  name  of 
a  colored  man  was  among  other  names  on  the  jury  list, 
and  in  town  meeting  it  was  voted  against  by  the  democ- 
racy, especially  that  portion  of  foreign  birth,  those  who 
come,  as  they  assert,  from  British  rule  and  oppression  in 
Ireland.  They  become  the  worst  sort  of  oppressors  in 
America.  When  the  native  Americans  change  in  their 
treatment  of  the  colored  people,  there  will  be  very  little 
of  Irish  hate.  It  is  not  so  among  the  French  or  the  Ger- 
mans, the  English,  Scotch,  or  any  other  nationality. 
But  among  our  Irish  population  there  is  such  a  mass  of 
ignorance,  and  the  effort  is  seemingly  to  perpetuate  it 
among  their  children.  But  there  are  honorable  excep- 
tions, I  am  ready  to  record. 

The  people  at  large  are  to  be  educated  up  to  the  point 
which  has  been  advanced  in  this  appeal.  The  sooner 
the  better.  The  issue  is  to  be  met  ;  and  were  I  to  say  a 
word  upon  the  appointment  to  office,  of  a  political  char- 
acter, it  would  not  be  done  irrespective  of  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  party  who  want  office.  My  aspirations  do 
not  lie  in  that  direction.  All  I  ask  is  that  treatment 
which  is  due  from  one  man  to  another,  be  accorded  to  me. 
No  man  by  a  pompous  bearing  can  overawe  me.  I  look 
at  the  richest  as  1  do  the  poorest,  as  nothing  more  than 
men.  But  I  do  hold  a  man  of  brains  in  high  esteem,  and 
a  man  or  woman  of  piety  in  loving  respect,  because  if 
they    lightly   direct  their  mental   and  christian    powers 
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they  may  do  much  for  the  well-being  of  our  common  hu- 
manity.     There  is  this  to  be    taken   into  consideration  : 
That  I  readily  acknowledge  the  vantage  ground  which  the 
dominant  race  have  in  the  arts,  sciences  and  literature. 
They  have  the  culture  of  the  centuries,  and  the  learning 
of  the   ages.      They  have  reached  manhood  by  years  of 
training  and  experience.     We  have  just  stepped  upon  the 
platform  ;  give  us  then  a  standing  place  and  help  us  to 
grapple  with  the  issues  which  are  before  us.     Revolutions 
may    be  retarded   in   their  progress,    but   they  never  go 
backward.      Let  the    A.merican    people    understand    that 
God  is  the  pilot,  and  the  helmsman  in  the  affairs  of  this 
world.     The  throes  and  upheavings  of  the  present  are  the 
precursors  and  harbingers  of  the  grand  future  for  the  ne- 
gro race.      When  in  the  history  of  the   world   has  it  oc- 
curred  that   a   race   whose  prostrate   form  the   whole  of 
Christendom  has  stood  upon  ;    when   the  pressure  meas- 
urably   has    been   taken   from    them,    they  have   accom- 
plished so  much  in  so  short  a  period  ;  and  if  right  is  per- 
mitted to  triumph  over  might,  and  justice  over  injustice  ? 
But  some    will  at  once    say  that  I  am  aiming  at  social 
equality  between  colored  and  white  people.     I  have  not 
said  a  word  about  that  matter.     Such  questions  will  ad- 
just themselves.     Men  always  find  their  places,  and  none 
will  go  beyond  their  level.     I  do  not  know  that  colored 
people  are  anxious  for  social  equality.     Upon  which  side 
this  anxiety  is  the  strongest,   the  answer  may  be  found 
easily  south  of  Mason  and  Dixons'  line.     It  is  known  by 
almost  everybody  who  has  heard  of  the  man  Richard  M. 
Johnson,    a    democratic    Vice-President    of   the    United 
States  that   he  had   colored   daughters   of  whom   he  was 
proud  ;    and  his   was  not   an   exceptional   case.     There  is 
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hardly  a  public  man  at  Washington  but  knows  that  my 
statement  is  true.     But  some  perhaps  will  say  that  the 
complaint  which  I  am  making  is  groundless,  because  ed- 
ucational facilities  are  granted  us.     This  is  true,   since 
emancipation,  scores  of  colored  men  and  women  have  en- 
tered  our   educational  institutions.     Men    of  color  have 
graduated  at  most  of  our  noted  institutions  of  learning — 
Harvard,   Dartmouth,  Brown,  and  if  I   mistake   not,   at 
Yale,  and  even  old  Princeton  of  New  Jersey.       Oberlin 
never  closed  its  doors  against  colored  persons  of  either  sex. 
But  I  ask  that  the  bars  be  let  down  to  the  mechanical 
branches  of  business  everywhere.     In  the  small  towns  of 
New  England  and  even   New  Jersey,  colored  youth   are 
admitted  to  the  high  schools,  but  if  this  is  so,  in  what  way 
can  they  rise  to  other  positions  if  they  are  denied  them  ? 
There  is  no  necessity  for  their  graduating  at  these  schools 
to   be   boot-blacks,   barbers,    and  white-washers,    carpet 
shakers  or  cooks.      If  this  be  the  only  object  of  an  educa- 
tion, then  there  is  no  need  of  all  these  years  being  devot- 
ed to  study,  and  all  this  money  being  expended  for  books, 
and    then    have   nothing    to   do    with   that   education.      I 
know  of  a  lad  who  earnestly  desires  to  learn  cabinet  mak- 
ing.     Efforts  have  been  put  forth  in  his  behalf  but  with- 
out avail.      His  colored  skin  is  the  obstacle  in  his  way. 
I  never  knew  but  one  lady  in  Western  Massachusetts  who 
would  learn  colored  girls  dress-making  ;  since  then  appli- 
cations have  been  made  to  others  and  the  refusal  has  been 
universal.       This    government  is    not    built    on  a    inon- 
iedocracy  or  an  aristocracy,  but  built  upon  the  universali- 
ty of  the  brotherhood   of  man.      It   may   be    asked   upon 
what  ground   do  I  base  my  appeal   in  behalf  of  my  peo- 
ple ?     I  answer,  in  the  first  place,  the  love  of  country. 
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This  has  been  exemplified   upon  all  occasions  when  the 
note  of  war  has  been  sounded  in  our  land,   whether  of  a 
domestic  or  of  a   foreign   character,  and  most  notably  in 
our  late  civil  war.       The  greatest  pressure  to  which  our 
government  had  ever  been  subjected,  after  months  of  con- 
flict between  the  North  and  the  South,  with  no  decisive 
results  on  either  side,  the  colored  man  was  called  to  arms. 
And  with  a  degree  of  courage  only  equalled  by  his  white 
brother,  he  went  forth  under  more  discouraging  circum- 
stances, because  dei'eat  to  the  Union  arms  and  the  tri- 
umph of  rebellion  would  have  been  the  signal  for  the  im- 
molation of  three   millions  of  human  beiugs,  or  that  sys- 
tem which  would  have  been  worse   to  him  than  death  ;  a 
more  cruel  bondage,   because  thousands  have  been  mur- 
dered since,  though  the  rebellion  was  put  down  ;  but  oth- 
erwise Tombs,  of  Georgia,   would  have  called  the  roll  of 
his  slaves  under  the  shadows  of  Bunker  Hill.     Now  these 
colored  men  were  aware  what  would  have  been  their  fate 
if  God  had  not  been  with  the  Union  arms — death  to  them 
and    perpetual  slavery,  if  possible,  to    their  wives  and 
children.     But  they,   with  white  men,   went  forth  from 
their  homes,  with  courageous  hearts  and  stalwart  arms  to 
meet  the  issue  upon  a  hundred  battlefields.      And  by  the 
eifort  of  both  black  and  white  men,  the  country  was  saved 
from  division.     The  bond  of  union  has  been  cemented  by 
the  blood   of  white   and  colored  men   flowing  in  one  com- 
mon pool,  they  are  mutually  obligated  to  uphold  the  flag 
which  waved  over  both  in  battle  and  in  the  throes  of  death. 
It  is  the  sign  of  protection  to  both,  for  both  have  borne 
it  amid  the  fire  and  smoke  of  the  battle-field.    Both  alike 
have  been  wrapped  in  its  folds  when  lying  dead.     Then 
by  the  memories  of  the  battle-field  and  groans  of  the  dy- 
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ing,  and  the  graves  of  the  dead,  I  ask  my  fellow  citizens 
to  accord  to  us  that  which  we  have  won.  See  that  you 
do  your  part  in  this  matter.  Let  justice  stand  out  in  all 
your  acts  and  dealings  towards  us  ;  and  as  we  have  been 
true  and  faithful  in  the  past,  under  unfavorable  circum- 
stances, let  the  past  be  a  pledge  of  the  future  in  regard  to 
the  race  I  represent  Justice  being  done  to  all  classes 
and  conditions,  then  will  our  country  march  on  to  great- 
ness and  glory  ;  more  so,  in  all  probability  than  all  the 
nations  of  the  past.  And  when  the  roll  of  the  nations 
shall  be  called  in  the  grand  consummation,  America,  per- 
haps the  last,  but  not  the  least  in  the  nobleness  of  her 
mission  and  destiny. 
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